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November 22, 1 995

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
KELLY HONORED
CHARLESTON -- Emma Chenault Kelly of Charleston is the recipient of a
1995 Distinguished Alumnus Award from Eastern Illinois University.
The award is given by the EIU Alumni Association to alumni who have
distinguished themselves in either academic, literary, business, professional, and/or
public service to the university and brought prestige to their alma mater.
Kelly and four other alumni award recipients were honored at Eastern's
Homecoming on Saturday, Oct. 28.
Kelly, a retired Charleston public school teacher and Eastern Illinois University
English professor, graduated from the Eastern Illinois State Teachers High School in
1923 and continued her education at Eastern, earning a two-year teaching
certificate. She also holds a bachelor's degree from the University of Kentucky, a

master's from Columbia University and a doctorate in education from New York
University.
Kelly was a public school teacher for 14 years before joining the English
faculty at Eastern. She retired from the university in 1967 and is a member of the
EIU Annuitants Association.
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Her career has taken her in different directions, from that of educator, to
advertising copywriter and to typist for her father, attorney and Charleston draft
board member James Y. Kelly, which eventually led to her joining the Women's
Army Corps (WAC).
Kelly is the author of several publications on English grammar. She also
wrote The Emmaline Letters, co-edited with her sister, Alice Elizabeth Tolle. It
contains a collection of letters written by her father during the 20 years she was
away from home. Emmaline Goes to War are letters Kelly wrote to her family while
she was in the WAC. Another collection, The Uncle David Stories, recount
childhood memories Kelly's mother told for the pleasure and enjoyment of her
grandchildren.
Eastern, located in Charleston, is a public, residential university that places
priority on teaching excellence. More than 11,000 students are enrolled in
undergraduate and graduate programs. Non-traditional and part-time students are
enrolled in programs at both on- and off-campus sites. University faculty are
involved in a wide range of research and public service activities.
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